Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BANGKO 17922 261408Z 

41 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO 10-10 CU-02 HEW-02 CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 OMB-Ol SCCT-01 AID-05 COME-OO EB-07 LAB-04 

SIL-01 TRSE-00 SCA-01 A-01 OPR-02 USSS-00 /093 W 

080058 

R261118Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0334 
INFO DIA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
COMU SMACTHAI BANGKOK TH 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMCONSUL CHIANG MAI 
AMCONSUL UDORN 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 17922 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, TH 

SUBJECT: BANGKOK'S BECALMED WINDS 

REF: BANGKOK 17455 

SUMMARY: THE FURIES WHICH SWEPT THROUGH BANGKOK ON AUGUST 

20 HAVE EXITED STAGE RIGHT. BANGKOK IS CALM FOR THE 

MOMENT AS THE GOVERNMENT ASSESSES THE DAMAGE. END SUMMARY. 

1. ON AUGUST 20 A NUMBER OF POLITICAL GRIEVANCES SIMMERING 
BELOW THE POLITICAL CRUST (REFTEL) BURST THROUGH WITH A 
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VENGEANCE. A GROUP OF FORMER POLICEMEN RANSACKED THE PRIME 
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MINISTER'S RESIDENCE AND VOCATIONAL STUDENTS (WHOM THE 
EMBASSY BELIEVES ARE DIRECTED BY RIGHT WING GROUPS, PROBABLY 
WITH POLICE AND ARMY SUPPORT) ASSUALTED THAMMASAT 
UNIVERSITY, A FOCUS OF LEFT-WING STUDENT ACTIVISM. IN 
THIS ENVIRONMENT OTHER ONGOING STRIKES RECEIVED MORE 
PUBLICITY THAN THEY WARRANTED (REFTEL). 

2. LAST WEEK'S WAVE OF VIOLENCE SEEMS TO HAVE RELIEVED 
THE FRUSTRATIONS OF THE AGGRIEVED, AT LEAST TEMPORARILY. 

THE PM FORGAVE THE POLICEMEN WHO RANSACKED HIS RESI- 
DENCE AND THE POLICE HAVE SO FAR TAKEN NO ACTION AGAINST 
THEM, ALTHOUGH POSSIBLE DISCIPLINARY STEPS ARE NOT YET 
EXCLUDED. THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY REOPENED ITS DOORS FOR 
CLASSES AUGUST 26, AFTER CLEANING UP SOME OF THE TEN 
MILLION BAHT WORTH OF DAMAGE DONE TO THE UNIVERSITY 
BUILDINGS. 

3. ON AUGUST 21 THE RTG REACHED AGREEMENT WITH THE 
STRIKING THAI POLICEMEN WHO CONVERGED ON LAMPHUN PRO- 
VINCE TO PROTEST THE FREEING OF THE LAMPHUN 9. 

IN RETURN FOR A GOVERNMENT UNDERTAKING TO RE-STUDY THE 
BASIS FOR THE RELEASE OF THOSE ARRESTED, THE POLICE 
RETURNED HOME. THE EMBASSY CONSIDERS THE ANNOUNCED 
AGREEMENT WAS A FACE SAVING DEVICE FOR BOTH THE RTG 
AND THE STRIKING POLICE, WITH THE RTG HAVING LITTLE 
INTENTION OF PRESSING ACTION ON THESE DEMANDS. 

4. SOME OF THE ISSUES WHICH CAME TO THE FORE ON 
AUGUST 20, WHILE NOW PAPERED OVER, MAY SPRING TO LIFE 
AGAIN. THESE INCLUDE: (A) THE THAI 

SECURITY GUARD STRIKE, NOW THREE MONTHS OLD, WHICH 
FESTERS ON, ALTHOUGH MANY STRIKERS HAVE ACCEPTED WHAT 
THE GOVERNMENT SAYS IS ITS FINAL OFFER; (B) THE FALLOUT 
FROM THE POLICE DEMONSTRATION IN LAMPHUN PROVINCE MAY 
FORCE GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS ON THE LIBERAL STUDENT 
MOVEMENT; (C) PARLIAMENT'S HANDLING OF THE BILL TO TRANS- 
FER THE INVESTIGATORY POWERS FROM THE POLICE TO THE 
DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS; (D) THE 
WAVES FROM PHANG-NGA PROVINCE WHERE THE LIBERAL GOVERNOR, 
THAWAT MOKKHARAPHONG, DEEPLY INVOLVED IN THE TEMCO 
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AFFAIR, HAS ARRESTED A GUNMAN AND PROMINENT CITIZENS ON 
CHARGES OF PLOTTING HIS ASSASSINATION. 

5. INTERIOR MINISTER BOONTHENG THONGSAWAT TOLD PRESS 
AUGUST 26 HE HAD REJECTED PROFERRED RESIGNATION OF DI- 
RECTOR-GENERAL (DG) OF THE THAI NATIONAL POLICE DEPART 
MENT PHOT PEKKANAN, WHO HAD TAKEN THIS ACTION AS GESTURE 
OF REGRET OVER SACKING OF PRIME MINISTER'S RESIDENCE 
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AUGUST 20. BOONTHENG NOTED PHOT WILL RETIRE SEPTEMBER 30. 
THIS LEAVES OPEN QUESTION OF HIS REPLACEMENT FOR THE 
MOMENT. PUBLIC STATEMENTS MADE BY THE DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER AND DEFENSE MINISTER PRAMAN ADIREKSAN AND THE 
ROYAL THAI ARMY COMMANDER IN CHIEF KRIS SIWARA, NOW SEEM 
TO INDICATE THAT THE RTG WILL APPOINT AS THE NEW DG, 

SRISOOK MAHINTORATHEP, PRESENTLY DEPUTY DG AND A 
CAREER, APOLITICAL POLICE OFFICER DUE TO 
RETIRE IN JANUARY 1977. IF THIS IS TRUE THE RTG HAS 
ONLY POSTPONED THE HARD DECISION OF WHO WILL CONTROL 
THE POLICE. 

6. COMMENT: AMID A WELTER OF DIFFICULTIES, SUCH AS THOSE 
COVERED ABOVE, THE KHUKRIT GOVERNMENT HAS FENCED WITH 
SKILL AND EFFECTIVENESS IN DISPOSING OF ISSUES BOTH EMBAR- 
RASSING TO IT (SUCH AS THE SACKING OF THE PM'S HOUSE) AND 
DANGEROUS TO PUBLIC ORDER (SUCH AS THE VOCATIONAL STUDENTS' 
ATTACK ON THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY). KHUKRIT HAS CLEARLY 
DEMONSTRATED HIS ABILITY TO STEP NIMBLY AROUND DIFFICULTIES, 
THOUGH THE EMBASSY HAS HEARD SOME CAUSTIC COMMENTS FROM 
PROMINENT THAIS THAT HE HAS GIVEN GROUND TOO QUICKLY. 

IF THIS VIEW BECOMES WIDESPREAD, KHUKRIT’S OVERALL POSITION 
WILL BE SIGNIFICANTLY UNDERMINED. FOR THE MOMENT, THOUGH, 

HE HAS MANAGED A SERIES TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS WITHOUT 
SERIOUSLY ENDANGERING THE PRECARIOUS UNITY OF HIS 
COALITION GOVERNMENT. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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